
Summary
This report details the initial feasibility of providing pedestrian improvements on Greyhound 
Hill, NW4 to improve pedestrian access to Sunnyfields Primary School and help reduce the 
speed of traffic. A total of 5 different locations for uncontrolled crossings and 3 potential 
zebra crossing locations to cross Greyhound Hill have been studied.  Uncontrolled crossing 
on Greyhound Hill, at the junctions with Newark Way and Sunny Hill have been 
investigated as part of the study.

It is recommended that additional surveys are required in the form of pedestrian and speed 
survey to ensure that the proposed combination of measures can be installed to provide 
the most benefit to pedestrians.
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Recommendations 
1. That the Hendon Area Committee note the detail of the initial feasibility study 

as outlined in this report in relation to Greyhound Hill, NW4 to improve 
pedestrian access to Sunnyfields Primary School and help reduce the speed 
of traffic.

2. That a further report is presented to the Hendon Area Committee following 
additional surveys with the recommended Option considered appropriate to 
be taken forward for design.

3. The Hendon Area Committee approves an additional £2,500 from from this 
year’s CIL Area Committee budget to undertake the pedestrian and speed 
surveys and finalise the recommended Option.

1. WHY THIS REPORT IS NEEDED 

1.1 The July 2016 Hendon Committee received an item from Councillor Braun 
regarding a proposed zebra crossing outside Sunnyfield School in which the 
following concerns were outlined:

• Inappropriate / excessive speeding;
• School funding available for minor road safety works such as ‘school 

keep clear’ signs and new zig zag on the school approach; it improves 
road safety in the immediate vicinity of the school only.

1.2 Following discussion of the item, the Committee unanimously RESOLVED:

Undertake a ‘light touch’ on cost report highlighting the viability and benefits of 
a zebra crossing and the indicative costs of a feasibility report and potential 
installation to be presented to a future meeting.

1.3 At the 16 October Committee were RESOLVED that: 
• Noted the update report
• Agreed expenditure of £5,000 from the Area Committee Budget to 

carry out a feasibility study to investigate if a pedestrian facility can be 
installed on Greyhound Hill.

Background

1.4 An initial feasibility study has been undertaken to investigate the feasibility of 
potential pedestrian safety improvements that could be implemented on 
Greyhound Hill, NW4. This identifies the potential measures that could be 
installed on Greyhound Hill and sets out Options which combine the 
measures to produce an overall scheme for the road.



Initial Observations

1.5 The initial observations on this road are as follows:

 The availability of suitable crossing points through the scheme extents is very 
limited due to existing crossovers;

 An improved pedestrian crossing facility would assist the pupils from the A41 
Watford Way underpass to Sunnyfields Primary School pedestrian access 
gate on the southern side of Greyhound Hill.

 The pedestrian ‘desire line’ would appear to be to stay on the northern side of 
Greyhound Hill and cross the road as close as possible to the school gate.

 This road is not part of a bus route.

Accidents History

1.6 Accident records for the 5 year period 01/09/2011 to 31/08/2016 have been 
studied. During this time 6 accidents have been recorded in Greyhound Hill, 
NW4, and they are summarised below.

Table 1 – Accidents Data

ref Location Date No of 
Injuries

Severity Description 

1 Greyhound Hill, 
30m northwest of 
Newark way 

  
04.02.12

2 Slight Car 1 was waiting to go 
ahead, car 1 was travelling 
behind, did not stop and hit 
rear of car 2

2 Greyhound Hill, 
25m south east of 
junction with 
Newark Way

08.10.13 1 Slight Goods vehicle driver looking 
at satellite navigator collided 
with parked vehicle.

3 Greyhound Hill, 
junction with St 
Mary’s Crescent

31.01.14 1 Slight Car 2 was waiting to turn 
right, car 1 travelling behind 
hit rear of car 2.

4 Greyhound Hill, 
junction with 
Watford Way

27.10.15 1 Slight Motorcycle  was performing 
a U turn as car  entered 
road, car  breaked hard, lost 
control & skidded into 
motorcycle  

5 Greyhound hill, 
76m north west 
junction with St 
Mary’s Crescent

29.06.16 1 Slight Car 1 moved off from park 
position and hit car 2.

6 Greyhound Hill 08.07.16 1 Slight Goods vehicle turned left 



junction with 
Newark Way

with pedal cycle on the 
nearside, causing collision.

1.7 The 6 accidents caused 7 personal injuries; all of them were ‘slight’ injuries. 

1.8 Accidents 1, 3, 4 and 5 may suggest that the vehicles concerned have not 
given enough time to stop with prevailing traffic speeds and conditions.on 
Greyhound Hill, NW4

Proposed Layout Improvements General Details

1.9 General

1.9.1 The proposal is to provide a safer crossing on Greyhound Hill. The crossing 
points will require visibility improvements to ensure that parked vehicles are 
not an obstacle to the pedestrians. Therefore it is likely that there will be a 
reduction in overall parking provision on Greyhound Hill as part of any 
proposals taken forward.

1.9.2 It should be noted that to confirm the feasibility of these works, and develop 
the proposals to preliminary design stages, further work will be required. This 
further work will include speed and pedestrian movement surveys to confirm 
the best combination of measures.

1.9.3 Speed surveys should be undertaken to establish if speed is an issue 
throughout the scheme extents as a traffic calming solution may be more 
appropriate.

1.9.4 In the first instance it may be preferable to undertake a walked route 
assessment to determine if the route to Greyhound Hill is available and 
appropriate to use.

1.9.5 Locations considered are summarised below and set out in more detail below;

Location A; New uncontrolled crossing on Greyhound Hill, at the north of 
Newark Way junction.

Location B; New uncontrolled crossing on Greyhound Hill, at the junction with 
Newark Way.

Location C; New uncontrolled crossing on Greyhound Hill, north of Sunny Hill 
junction.

Location D; New uncontrolled crossing on Greyhound Hill, at the junction with 
Sunny Hill.

Location E; Upgrade existing crossing on Greyhound Hill, south of Sunny Hill 
junction.

Location F; New uncontrolled crossing on Greyhound Hill, next to the 
entrance of the school, on the south side.

Location G; New zebra crossing on Greyhound Hill, around 18 metres north 
of the entrance of the Sunnyfields Primary School.



Location H; New zebra crossing on Greyhound Hill, around 57 metres north 
of the entrance of Sunnyfields Primary School.

Location I; Upgrade existing crossing on Greyhound Hill, at the south of 
Sunny Hill junction.

1.10 Location A 

1.10.1 This is the first feasible crossing location heading towards the Sunnyfields 
Primary school from the A41 Watford Way underpass. It lies between No.62 
and No. 73 Greyhound Hill.

1.10.2 A formal uncontrolled crossing could be installed with tactile paving and 
dropped kerbs. 

1.10.3 A crossing at this location would result in the loss of 2 No. parking spaces.

1.10.4A crossing at this location would result in the loss of a small tree, which could 
be replaced, in an alternative location. 

1.10.5 There may be issues with regards to visibility at this location which would 
need to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result 
in the loss of additional parking spaces.

1.10.6 There may be issues with regards to speed at this location which would need 
to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result in the 
need to construct kerb build outs as traffic calming feature and reduce the 
crossing distance for pedestrians.

1.11 Location B

1.11.1 A formal uncontrolled crossing could be installed at this location to assist 
pedestrians using the Southern footway of Greyhound Hill.  

1.11.2 Dropped kerbs are already present at this location, but would need to be re-
laid to match the alignment of the installation of tactile paving. 

1.11.3 This crossing may be beneficial as it is also adjacent to Ravenscroft Medical 
Centre, situated at No. 69 Greyhound Hill.

1.12 Location C

1.12.1 This possible crossing location lies between No. 52 and Nos. 61/63 
Greyhound Hill.

1.12.2 It is proposed that a formal uncontrolled crossing be installed with tactile 
paving and dropped kerbs. 

1.12.3 A crossing at this location will result in the loss of 2 No. parking spaces.

1.12.4 There may be issues with regards to visibility at this location which would 
need to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result 
in the loss of additional parking spaces.

1.12.5There may be issues with regards to speed at this location which would need 
to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result in the 



need to construct kerb build- outs as traffic calming feature and reduce the 
crossing distance for pedestrians.

1.12.6There may be issues with regards to an existing lamp column at this location 
which would need to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. 
This may result in an increased cost of implementation.

1.13 Location D

1.13.1 An uncontrolled crossing at the entrance to Sunny Hill would be beneficial, 
pedestrians walking along the north side of Greyhound Hill will need to cross 
Sunny Hill, including pupils on their way to the school.

1.13.2 Dropped kerbs are already present at this location, but would need to be re-
laid to match the alignment of the installation of tactile paving.

1.14 Location E

1.14.1 There is an existing crossing with a central island located between No. 50 and 
Nos. 53/55

1.14.2 However, this crossing does not conform to current design guidelines and 
would need to be reconstructed.

1.14.3 Option E1 – Keep this crossing as uncontrolled crossing. Increase the width 
of the central island by around 500mm to increase the holding capacity of the 
island, and make it more suitable for push-chairs. Re-instate tactile paving.

1.14.4 Option E2 - Upgrade existing crossing to a zebra crossing. Increase the width 
of the central island by around 500mm to increase the holding capacity of the 
island, and make it more suitable for push-chairs. Reinstate tactile paving 
under zebra regulation and add road markings.

1.14.5 Option E3 – Raise kerb at existing crossing making the island unsuitable for 
pedestrians. If this option is chosen it will be in conjunction with the installation 
of a zebra crossing in the vicinity of the island (Location H). The island would 
be used as traffic calming measure only.

1.15 Location F

1.25.1 An uncontrolled crossing could be constructed outside the Sunnyfield Primary 
school entrance, in front of No.34 Greyhound Hill

1.15.2 This may require removal of some of the pedestrian guard-railing.

1.15.3However, although this close to the school it is considered that this location is 
undesirable, as it would confuse drivers when pupils/carers are waiting 
outside the school entrance. 

1.15.4 There may be issues with regards to visibility at this location which would 
need to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result 
in the loss of additional parking spaces.



1.15.5 There may also be issues with regards to speed at this location which would 
need to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result 
in the need of the construction of build outs as traffic calming feature.

1.16 Location G 

1.16.1 A controlled zebra crossing could be installed outside No. 38 Greyhound Hill.

1.16.2 The southern kerbline could be built out to narrow the crossing distance, and 
the build out itself would have a traffic calming effect and reduce the crossing 
distance for pedestrians.

1.16.3 It is close enough to the school entrance that pedestrians heading east on 
Greyhound Hill would not be taken out of their way unduly by using the 
crossing.

1.16.4 There may be issues with regards to visibility at this location which would 
need to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result 
in the loss of parking spaces.

1.16.5 There may be issues with regards to speed at this location which would need 
to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result in the 
need of the construction of kerb build-outs as traffic calming feature and 
reduce the crossing distance for pedestrians..

1.16.6 There may be issues with regards to the existing lamp column at this location 
which would need to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. 
This may result in an increased cost of implementation.

1.17 Location H

1.17.1 A controlled zebra crossing could be installed between No. 46 and Nos 49/51 
Grey Hound Hill.

1.17.2 However, a crossing at this location will result in the loss of 5 No. parking 
spaces.

1.17.3 There may be issues with regards to speed at this location which would need 
to be investigated during the preliminary design phase. This may result in the 
need to construct kerb build- outs as traffic calming features and reduce the 
crossing distance for pedestrians.

1.18 Location I

1.18.1 An existing crossing with a central island is located in front of No. 22 
Greyhound Hill.

1.18.2 This crossing however does not conform to current design guidelines and 
would need to be completely re-constructed to conform to standards.

Proposals



1.19. The proposals described in the paragraphs 1.10 to 1.18 can be used in 
combination to produced Options for pedestrian improvements on Greyhound 
Hill.  The Options combine a number of the measures to develop an overall 
proposal for Greyhound Hill. NW4. 

1.20. A Plan with the proposed locations can be found in the Appendix 1. This 
indicates the different routes the pedestrians would follow depending on the 
measures adopted, crossing Greyhound Hill at different locations. The 
Green/Blue/Orange routes refer to the routes where a zebra crossing would 
be installed. The measures in each Option are set out below: 

1.21. Option 1 – Green Route- Crossing Greyhound Hill Road helped by zebra 
crossing

1.21.1 Option 1 includes the measures proposed for locations B, D, E1, G and I.

1.21.2 This option would have the benefit of two traffic calming features, the zebra 
crossing, with optional kerb build outs, and the existing central island.

1.22. Option 2 – Blue Route -Crossing Greyhound Hill Road helped by a zebra 
crossing

1.22.1Option 2 includes the measures proposed for locations B, D, E2, and I.

1.22.2 The zebra crossing at this location would be right next to the junction. Drivers 
turning into/exiting from Sunny Hill could be in conflict with crossing 
pedestrians.

1.23. Option 3 – Orange Route - Crossing Greyhound Hill Road helped by a 
zebra crossing

1.23.1. Option 3 includes the measures proposed for location B, D, E3, H, and I.

1.23.2. If  kerb build outs for the zebra crossing were necessary, in conjunction with 
the  central island before the zebra crossing (E3) would help to slow down the 
traffic.

1.24. Option 4 – Crossing Greyhound Hill Road helped by uncontrolled 
crossings.

1.24.1. Option 4 includes the measures proposed for locations A, B, C, D, E1, F, and 
I. 

1.25. Option 5 – Crossing Greyhound Hill Road helped by uncontrolled 
crossings and a zebra crossing.

1.25.1 Option 5 includes the measures proposed for locations A, B, C, D, E1, F,G, 
and I. This would be the most expensive Option as it includes a combination 
of all the measures.

1.26 Conclusions and Recommendations



1.26.1 The initial assessment has highlighted a number of potential measures that 
could be combined into a Options that would benefit the pedestrian 
environment along Greyhound Hill.  As it has been confirmed that there are 
various measures that could be undertaken an additional assessment of the 
speed and pedestrian movements on Greyhound Hill are undertaken to  
finalise the Officer’s recommended Option. 

1.26.2 In the first instance it may be beneficial to undertake a walked route 
assessment to determine if the route to Greyhound Hill is available and 
appropriate to use. Pedestrian surveys would be beneficial to establish which 
where the people tend to cross and try to optimize the location of the possible 
zebra crossing.

1.26.3It is considered that Speed surveys should be undertaken to establish if speed 
is an issue throughout the scheme extents as a traffic calming solution may 
be more appropriate, such as a 20 mph zone..

2. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 Before presenting the Officer’s recommended Option, speed, pedestrian and 
site surveys will be carried out and the options identified in this report 
reviewed. Recommendations will be submitted in a future report to the 
Hendon Area Committee. 

3. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND NOT RECOMMENDED

3.1 A number of measures and Options have been set out in this report. Options 
considered and not recommended to be developed further will be reported in 
a future report.

4. POST DECISION IMPLEMENTATION

4.1 If the final recommendations are approved, funding will need to be agreed to 
implement any proposals and the scheme would need to be prioritised against 
other schemes in the 2018/19 work programme as the Options are likely to be 
excess of the Area Committee maximum budget of £25,000.

5. IMPLICATIONS OF DECISION 

5.1 Corporate Priorities and Performance

5.1.1 The proposals here will particularly help to address the Corporate Plan 
delivery objectives of “a clean and attractive environment, with well-
maintained roads and pavements, flowing traffic” and “a responsible approach 
to regeneration, with thousands of new homes built” by helping residents to 
feel confident moving around their local area on foot, and in a vehicle and 
contribute to reduced congestion. 

5.1.2 The proposal also helps address road traffic casualties which will also have an 
impact on Health and Wellbeing.



5.2 Resources (Finance & Value for Money, Procurement, Staffing, IT, 
Property, Sustainability)

5.2.1 At the next stage, detailed cost estimates will be provided in the future report.  
Following the undertaking of traffic and pedestrian surveys outline costs for 
the options considered most appropriate will be presented.  The cost of 
additional £2,500 for the surveys is requested from the Area Committee 
budgets.

5.2.2 The estimated implementation costs of any recommendation will be (based on 
prices contained in Year 4, Volume 4 Adjusted Rates – London Highways 
Alliance Contract (LoHAC) Northwest1).

5.2.3 Future maintenance of electrical apparatus shall pass to Barnet Lighting 
Services who will be expected to charge a commutable sum with the cost fully 
borne by London Borough of Barnet.

5.2.4 The work will be carried out under the existing PFI and LoHAC term 
maintenance contractual arrangements.  

5.3 Social Value

5.3.1 None in the context of this report.

5.4 Legal and Constitutional References

5.4.1 The Council’s Constitution, in section 15 headed “Responsibility for Functions” 
(Annex A) states that Area Committees may take decisions within their terms 
of reference provided it is not contrary to council policy and can discharge 
various functions, including highway use and regulation, within the boundaries 
of their areas in accordance with Council policy and within budget.

5.4.2 The Traffic Management Act 2004 places obligations on authorities to ensure 
the expeditious movement of traffic on their road network.  Authorities are 
required to make arrangements as they consider appropriate for planning and 
carrying out the action to be taken in performing the duty.

5.5 Risk Management

5.5.1 None in the context of this report. Risk management may be required for work 
resulting from this report.

5.6Equalities and Diversity

5.6.1 The 2010 Equality Act outlines the provisions of the Public Sector Equalities 
Duty which requires Public Bodies to have due regard to the need to: 

 eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and 
other conduct prohibited by the Equality Act 2010

 advance equality of opportunity between people from different groups 
 foster good relations between people from different groups.



5.6.2 Proposed changes associated with the proposal are not expected to 
disproportionately disadvantage or benefit members of the community.

5.7 Consultation and Engagement

5.7.1 A public will be carried out on the proposals and details of the proposals will 
also be outlined on the council’s website.

5.8 Insight

5.8.1 The options developed for the scheme were informed through analysis of 
injury accident data and on site observations of the issues. 

6. BACKGROUND PAPERS

6.1 Minutes of the Hendon Area Committee 2 July 2016

https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g8280/Printed%20minutes%2002nd-Jul-
2015%2019.00%20Hendon%20Area%20Committee.pdf?T=1

6.2 Minutes of the Hendon Area Committee 26 October 2016

https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g8657/Printed%20minutes%2026th-Oct-
2016%2019.00%20Hendon%20Area%20Committee.pdf?T=1
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